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"VARIANT" is a new Glasgow based magazine soon to hit the streets (if all 
goes well, which it hasn't so far). It sets out to discuss the status, role 
and value of art in the context of the modern world; in a time when our 
whole enviroment is saturated by the mass media and in a time when the tech¬ 
nology at the disposal of modern capitalism further intrudes our space and 
our time. 


Cultural activity is once again in a no-go period* The diversity and 
experimentation of late Sixties and early Seventies art activity is taking 
a back seat as cuts in the arts prevail, coupled with the art markets 
commercial interest in the so-called New Figurative painting. Added to 
this sombre state of affairs we may add that with the accomodation of punk 
culture (direct expression and a willingness to experiment) within the 
mind-grinding banality of the charts and the big labels eliminated the 
possibilities of a sub-culture of opposition of developing. As well as 
discussing the crossovers between popular culture and the elite arts, 
"Variant" intends to pursue the direction that the diversity of cultural 
activity is an important factor in the vitality of art in our daily lives. 
Activities over the last decade have illustrated thiss Feminist art, video, 
film, text and photography, fringe theatre, performance, a return to the 
social roots of expressionial painting etc., are some elements which 
represent a broadening out, and they have, in some instances and in 
different ways, emphasised the social responsibility of artistic practice. 
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The discrepancies between what hap¬ 
pens in the official art world and the 
everyday experiences of people are so 
blatantly obvious that it is surprising 
that a well thought-out concerted attack 
on the pathetic excuse that passes as 
Scottish ‘culture 1 (see example right!) 
has not happened and the conservative 
coterie that dominate the art 'scenes in 
the West and the East Coasts' still get 
away with attitudes and forms of behavi¬ 
our that should have disappeared with 
che plague. 

"VARIANT" is for an art of ideas and 
seeks to contribute and to clarify the 
development of an indepe.^MTmeans of 
communication by-passing and intervening 
in the dominant channels that the 
system passes off as culture. 

Whilst conditions in the mid-80's 
may encourage a false despair, it could 
be the negative frontier of new fulfil¬ 
ments. A critical perception is arisingj 
that may fuel up the spirit of inventio 
in these times of crisis* 



























